
Property

Fazenda Boa Fé

Aldeias Altas, Maranhão Cerrado biome

CAR: No CAR declaration SIGEF/SNCI: 1080140016354

Area property (ha): 6,077 Coordinates property: -43.26175, -4.36026

Cleared Area

Coordinates clearance: -43.26678, -4.37849

1,366 hectares
period clearance: Jun to Aug 2022

- fires alerts

Inside Forest Code's 

protected areas:
No data - -

Type of 

vegetation:

Semidecidual Seasonal 

Forest
Priority for Biodiversity Conservation: Very high

Conservation area(s) (overlapping or bordering): -

Indigenous Territories (overlapping or bordering): -

Before & After Imagery: limits of the property (blue) limits of the cleared area (red)

June 2022

August 2022

Realtime Deforestation Monitoring System: Soy & Cattle in Amazon and Cerrado (Brazil) – October 2022
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Realtime Deforestation Monitoring System: Soy & Cattle in Amazon and Cerrado (Brazil) – October 2022

Environmental fines and embargoes

Embargoes: No -

Environmental fines: No - -

Ownership and other linked properties

Ownership: Itapiranga Agropecuária

Company group:

Itapiranga Agropecuária, Companhia Agro Industrial de Goiânia, Itaipava, Itaberaba 

Agropecuária, Itabuna Agropecuária, Itaocara Agropecuária, Itaimbe Agropecuária, 

Itapuama Agro Industrial e Serviços, Grupo João Santos

Linked properties:

Other 6 properties totaling 16,890 ha. In Aldeias Altas (MA): Lacerlândia (2,000 ha), 

Vargem (2,420 ha), Brejo do Mota (3,570 ha), Lagoa do Arroz (3,170 ha), Lagoa 

Verde (4,030 ha), Estiva e Cantinho (1,700 ha)

Supply chain links

Main Commodities Soy

Confirmed supply chain link, level of 

certainty, and soy trader/ beef processor
Yes - -

Soy

Main exporters (municipality) No data

Warehouses (50 km radius) 2 warehouses: 1 Cerealista Belchior, 1 Norte Grãos Agronegócios

Supply chain links & details: -

Beef

Main traders (municipality) Meridional (100%)

Slaughterhouses (sourcing from 

the municipality)

12 local and regional meatpackers source cattle from Aldeias Altas

(MA)

Supply chain links & details: -

Other supply chain links and details: -

General comments

Itapiranga Agropecuária, one of the registered owners of Fazenda Boa Fé,  is part of Grupo João Santos, a conglomerate 

that has businesses in nine Northeast Brazilian states. Its main activity is construction/cement, next to sugar and 

ethanol production, pulp and paper, transportation, mining, and communication (1). A linked property, Fazenda Belém, 

had 724 ha of wooded savannah cleared between 17 Sep and 17 Oct 2019 (2). The Grupo São João has 47 affiliated 

companies, many of them became inactive after the group accumulated total debts of BRL 8 billion for unpaid taxes (3). 

From the eleven industrial facilities owned by the group, nine are closed. The main economic activity of Itapiranga

Agropecuária seems to be apiculture (4). Since the founder of the family business, João Pereira dos Santos, passed 

away in 2009, two of his sons, Fernando and José Bernardino, took over the control of the family business. However, 

other relatives have accused the two brothers of fraud and money laundering. The group has BRL 60 million in debts 

due to labor lawsuits (5). In 2006, the group was listed in the “dirty list” of employers who submitted workers to 

conditions analogous to slavery after 49 workers were rescued from Fazenda Terra Nova, owned by Itapicuru Agro 

Industrial in Tuntum (MA) (5). Since its bankruptcy, the group also accumulates debts with its former workers (6, 7). In 

2003, the group ordered the expulsion of landless workers from Engenho Prado, in Nazaré da Mata (PE), who reported 

several threats by gunmen prior to the judicial order in favor of Grupo João Santos (8). In 1998, a rural worker was killed 

by police officers during a strike in Usina Santa Teresa, that was then part of the group's operations (9). In May 2021, 

the group was the target of a Federal Police operation, which investigates the practice of tax and financial crimes, as 

well as the formation of a criminal organization and money laundering (10).

(1) https://www.istoedinheiro.com.br/noticias/negocios/20100812/disputa-por-imperio/41421

(2) http://www.mightyearth.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapid-Response_Soy-and-Cattle_Report-8.pdf

(3) https://valor.globo.com/empresas/noticia/2018/09/14/briga-entre-herdeiros-acirra-crise-do-grupo-cimenteiro-joao-santos.ghtml

(4) https://cnpjs.rocks/cnpj/05746953000117/itapiranga-agropecuaria-ltda.html

(5) https://valor.globo.com/empresas/noticia/2018/09/14/briga-entre-herdeiros-acirra-crise-do-grupo-cimenteiro-joao-santos.ghtml;

https://marcozero.org/ex-funcionarios-do-grupo-joao-santos-aguardam-indenizacoes-trabalhistas-ha-anos/

(6) http://cmcoelhoneto.ma.gov.br/noticias/noticias/exibe/0019045-vereador-mohabe-branco-reforca-criticas-do-descaso-com-

trabalhadores-pelo-grupo-joao-santos

(7) https://observatoriodoscocais.com/vitoria-trabalhadores-do-grupo-joao-santos-recebem-primeira-parcela-de-acordo-apos-venda-

da-fazenda-cajulandia/

(8) https://www.social.org.br/relatorio2003/relatorio004.htm

(9) https://g1.globo.com/pb/paraiba/noticia/2018/12/10/fazenda-onde-membros-do-mst-morreram-e-de-usina-condenada-por-

execucao-de-trabalhador.ghtml

(10) https://deolhonosruralistas.com.br/2021/05/05/alvo-da-pf-grupo-joao-santos-tem-divida-tributaria-de-r-8-bi-e-historico-de-

trabalho-escravo/; https://valor.globo.com/politica/noticia/2021/05/05/pf-de-pernambuco-deflagra-operacao-que-envolve-

empresas-do-grupo-joao-santos.ghtml
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